CONCLUSION
THE ideal of Innocent III was a spiritual one. What
he desired for the Church above all was a revival of
religious feeling. Statesman and idealist as he was he had
contemplated, as a result of the Council, not merely an
improvement in the administration and morale of the Church
but also the drawing together of many diverse materials and
the building up of a perfect unity in which every part was
to have its allotted place, so that the whole might concen-
trate upon giving expression to tne ideal of the Christian
life. The purging of abuses was to be the preliminary
measure, preparing the way for the re-birth of a general
spirit of enthusiasm and devotion. Details of organization,
rules of conduct, administrative reforms, legal definition,
all had their part to play, not as ends in themselves but as
the prelude to a great spiritual revival,
In spite of all that was done in the reign of Henry III
toward the carrying out of the canons of the Council, at
the time of Henry's death, fifty-seven years later, that
spiritual revival had not come. On the contrary, through-
out the English Church was to be seen a grosser materialism,
the encroaching of the secular on the spiritual, rigidity,
formalism, hostility. Most of the spiritual fervour and
religious devotion seemed to have been concentrated in
the friars, and although the rest of the Church regarded
them indulgently and in many cases gave them active en-
couragement and help, it failed to absorb their simple faith
or to cast off the materialism which was gradually corroding
its inner life.1
The weakness of Innocent's position had lain in the fact
that he had to rely almost entirely on the efforts of the
archbishops and bishops for the carrying out of his policy.
To bring about the desired reformation the Lateran Code
must be carried out in every detail, and this could only be
done with the enthusiastic co-operation of the bishop^ who,
1 Over against this general impression it Is necessary to set the spiritual move-
ment expressed in Latin, Anglo-French, and English writings which have not yet
been fofty studied in their relation to the life of the Church.